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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 010637 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, TS, US 

SUBJECT: MASMOUDI ALLEGATION THAT USG INVOLVED IN HIS 
OUSTER 

REFERENCE: STATE 9481 (NOTAL); PARIS 1385 (NOTAL); 

TUNIS 271 (NOTAL) 

1. INASMUCH AS JEUNE AFRIQUE DIRECTOR GENERAL HAS STORY 
THAT USG HAD REASSURED MASMOUDI OF HIS ACCEPTABILITY TO 
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U.S. (PARIS 1385), DEPARTMENT BELIEVES DEMARCHE PROPOSED 
IN TUNIS 271 IS NOT REPEAT NOT REQUIRED. VIEW WIDESPREAD 
CIRCULATION JEUNE AFRIQUE NORTH AFRICA AND OTHER ARAB 
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AREAS, AND GENERAL CREDIBILITY ACCORDED TO ITS ACCOUNTS 
OF THIRD WORLD POLITICS, PUBLICATION OF STORY REPORTED 
PARIS 1385 WOULD SERVE OUR PURPOSES BETTER THAN ANY STATE- 
MENT ISSUED BY GOT ITSELF. 


2. ACCORDINGLY, DEPARTMENT HAS NO OBJECTION TO AMBASSADOR 
CALLING ON NEW FOREIGN MINISTER BUT DOES NOT REPEAT NOT 
BELIEVE ANY REQUEST SHOULD BE MADE THAT GOT PUBLICLY DENY 
U.S. INVOLVEMENT IN MASMOUDI AFFAIR. (OUR GUESS IS THAT 
CHATTI WOULD BE RELUCTANT TO APPEAR TO BE PULLING U.S. 
CHESTNUTS OUT OF FIRE - WHICH WOULD APPEAR TO BE CASE IF 

ANY GOT DENIAL FOLLOWED MEETING WITH AMERICAN AMBASSADOR.) 
DEPARTMENT LEAVES TIMING OF ANY REQUEST FOR MEETING WITH 
FOREIGN MINISTER TO AMBASSADOR'S DISCRETION, BUT WE ASSUME 
HE WOULD NOT BE AMONG FIRST TO CALL ON FOREIGN MINISTER 
LEST PURPOSE OF CALL BE MISINTERPRETED AT THIS SENSITIVE 
JUNCTURE IN INTERNAL TUNISIAN POLITICS. 

3. FOR PARIS: DEPARTMENT COMMENDS YOUR ALERT AND HELP- 
FUL REPORTING OF BEN YAHMED S CONVERSATION. PLEASE RE- 
PORT STORY AS IT MAY APPEAR IN JEUNE AFRIQUE OR OTHER 
PARIS PUBLICATIONS. 

4. IF JEUNE AFRIQUE STORY APPEARS AND STIMULATES QUES- 
TIONS, USG OFFICIALS SHOULD REFRAIN FROM COMMENTARY ON 
SUBSTANCE OF ARTICLE BUT NOTE THAT MASMOUDI WAS COMPLETELY 
ACCEPTABLE TO WASHINGTON IN HIS CAPACITY AS FOREIGN MINIS- 
TER OF COUNTRY WITH WHICH U.S. HAS FRIENDLY TIES OF LONG 
STANDING. RUSH 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: SPHERE OF INFLUENCE, POLITICAL STABILITY, REMOVAL FROM OFFICE, PRESS CONFERENCES, FOREIGN POLICY POSITION. 
POLITICAL LEADERS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 17 JAN 1974 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: kelleywO 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974STATE010637 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: DLMACK:RJP 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: n/a 

From: STATE 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1974/newtext/t1 97401 34/aaaabgaf. tel 

Line Count: 91 
Locator: TEXT ON-LINE 
Office: ORIGIN AF 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: STATE 9481 (NOTAL); PARIS 1385 (NOTA, L); 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: kelleywO 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 24 APR 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <24 APR 2002 by boyleja>; APPROVED <30-Sep-2002 by kelleyw0> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: MASMOUDI ALLEGATION THAT USG INVOLVED IN HIS OUSTER 
TAGS: PFOR, TS, US, (MASMOUDI, MOHAMED) 

To: TUNIS 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



